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| KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES

| have often been impressed by the way some speakertake a verse,
or a text of a few words, from the Bible, and diawt from it a wealth of
meaning—and many lessons for today. That is exadtigt | am aiming
for in this booklet, and | have a head start beedhs two verses | have
chosen are full to the brim of wonderful meanindhivi their Biblical
content, and also for us today.

The text opens with these well-known words“l know that my
Redeemer lives”.It's not difficult to guess who the Redeemer After
all, the verse comes from the Bible, and thereniy one Redeemer in
the Bible—the Lord Jesus Christ.

But here is someone who knows (a very definite wdOW' ) for
sure that his redeemer lives. Therefore, he musiwkthat he is
redeemed because he says ‘iegeemer”.

What does it mean ‘to be redeemed’? The dictionginges this
meaning—"to rescue from bondage by paying a rangonfulfil, as a
promise; to make amends for; to atone for; to megassession by
repurchase”. Theologically, it means “to rescud deliver from the
bondage of sin, and the penalties of disobeying' scoimmandments”.
So the writer of these words knows that he is eedid from the bondage
of sin and from the penalty of disobedience to Gdde knows he is
saved and, being released from God’'s penalty, teaxha life. He
knows that he is forgiven and will inherit the Kawm of God.

So the first part of our verse has this great anfbpnd message, and so
is tremendously meaningful in itself. But thereaisother interesting
reason, a very special reason, why these wordgjate remarkable.
This reason becomes clear when we consider whotlaigvords, and
when they were said. Let’s see if we can place timetine Bible.

| wonder how many would say they come the New Testd—alfter all,
they speak of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, therefereould assume
they come from the New Testament.
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But | wonder how many would be surprised to lednat they not only
come from the OIld Testament, but also from onéhefdldest books of
the Bible—the Book of Job. Bible authorities beéieit was most
probably written over 1000 years before Christ .

How does the verse contirfue’l know that my Redeemer lives and that
he shall stand at the latter day upon thearti’. Job says that Jesus
Christ, the Redeemer, is going to stand upon thih,eand he writes it
over 1000 years before it actually happens. Howlavdab_knowthat?

« He decided it himself
« Someone told him

Of course, we know that someone told him and wewkiliat someone is
God. How do we know this?  Because only someune knew the
future could tell him, and only one person knew tBad was going to
stand on the earth in the person of Jesus Chrise-Boself.

In fact, it is a declared characteristic of our Geatie God of the Bible—
that he tells us ahead of time what is going topkeap and he usually
tells us many years, often many centuries, in ackvaof the events
occurring.

His intention to do this is recorded in Isaiah, Qiea 46, verse 10, as
follows:

“I am God, and there is none like me, declaring #ed from the
beginning, and from ancient times things not yetedo

Then God proceeds to prophesy, that is, to fordtetiugh his prophets,
many of the main events of the Bible, and of histdévents such as:

¢ The Great Flood

¢ The building of a Jewish nation from the descenslaot
Abraham

¢ Their enslavement in Egypt
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¢ Their deliverance from slavery to the promised lander Moses

¢ The main events of their chequered career in #rat,land out of
it in captivity in Babylon for 70 years

¢ Interestingly, their return to the Promised Lanohiraround the
world, which occurred in 1948, in the lifetime ofany people
presently alive to recall it—and that against enmusodds

¢ More importantly, the coming of the Messiah, thed_desus—
where, when and how he would be born.

+ And how he would live, and how and when he wouk di
¢ How the Gentiles, that's you and me, would beligvkim

¢ His second coming, and the conditions applyinghm world to
precede it.

This is tremendously important—for one thing, ia®strates that this
magnificent book is indeed the very word of theng/God. You know,

people have often said to me that the Bible wag wamitten by men—

NOT TRUE. Surely, it was written by men but notyoby men —no

man could possibly know what is written here—hawld they?-- with

over 2000 fulfilled prophecies. How then did theste it? Of course,

the Bible tells us; it tells us everything we néadnow.

In 2 Peter 1:201fo prophecy of scripture ever came by the impufse o
man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit, spoken féad. People who
say it is only written by men are trying to provesi fallible—but when
we realise it is written througmen by God it is not fallible but TRUE

But to return to our text—Job sayd, Know that myRedeemer lives”.
That means that Jesus Christ was alive before lsebawan, and we now
know that, because we can read (from the LivingléBiklohn 1:1
“Before anything else existed there was Christ @itll; he has always
been alive and is himself GAd Also, Jesus saidBefore Abraham was
lam”
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| don’t know about you, but I just love roaming kamnd forth through
the Bible and picking up these glorious truths tpae my faith such a
mighty boost—seeing how the words of the Old Testanreinforce
those of the New and vice versa—seeing how 66 baokten by 40
different people over 1500 years all

say the same things—sorry, written through 40 ckfié people by the
one person. Why would they not say the same tRings

What does Job go on to say? There are furtheriagm#idngs to come,
for he saysthough worms destroy this body, yet in my flesallshsee
God'. So Job foresees that his body is going to mathe earth and be
eaten by worms, yet he will see God in his fle3lhere’s only one way
for this to happen—he will need a new body, justPasil writes in 1
Corinthians 15:51: “We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet, for thentpet shall sound and
the dead shall be raised imperishable”.

So in this one brief passage we have the main thevh¢éhe Christian
faith. We have—

¢ The everlasting nature of Jesus—he lives beforbéihis

¢ We have the incarnation—God coming to stand onetir¢h in
the person of Jesus

¢ We have Jesus as redeemer, setting us free fromotidage of
sin through faith in him

¢+ We have the concept of the personal God, inredgemer
¢ We have the assurance of salvation—"1 know”.

¢ We have the resurrection from the dead to new lsodie

¢ We have the entry into the presence of God — we#d God

¢ Over all this we have the prophetic nature of trerdavof God,
and God’s willingness to share with mankind ahefatihoe what
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will surely happen—how magnificent ! These twosesr written
so long ago are a mini-bible in themselves.

And what is the significance of these verses ttoday, apart from the
mighty importance of what we have already discugsed

If we look at Job’s condition when he uttered theseds we can learn
more. He

had lost everything he held dear—his family anchallpossessions—he
sat in the dirt scraping his itching sores withecp of pottery.

In this desperate state Job was able to say “I kitit@v my redeemer
lives”. He looked from his present miserable statéhe hope of the
ages—Jesus the Saviour of the World.

As Paul says many centuries later when speakinteotifficulties of
this life—“The sufferings of this presetitne are not to be compared to
the glories which are to be revealed to usRomans 8:18

Job’s strong faith in time of deep trouble was taiter many years of
devotion to his God—in good times.

As we reflect upon the glory of our God made mastiterough his word
and through Jesus Christ (who is called his Worldilewve are not in
trouble or suffering, we build up reserves of faitm difficult times

which will surely come.

Finally, let me return to Job’s magnificent wordsassurance—“know
that my Redeemer lives”.

Not all church-going Christians have this assurahes they are saved
and will be with the Lord forever.

These words of assurance are repeated in the Nstarent where John
writes in 1 John 5:13 :

“These things | have written to you, who believéha name of the Son
of God, so that you may know that you have etdifiedl
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