GOD CHOSE US BEFORE THE FOUNDATION

OF THE WORLD

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts
higher than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9
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FOREWORD

Jesus said to his disciplé¥.ou did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you that you should go and beat &nd
that your fruit should abide.”John 15:16

In this instance Jesus is speaking specificalhisf disciples,
whom he clearly chose and who left their work, hepetc. and
followed him.

This demonstrates God’s power to choose peoplespecial
assignments, such as apostles, evangelists, masgEsnjust as
he chose prophets in the Old Testament, and othenls as
David and Solomon.

We never ask the question, | believe, as to wheddasid had a
choice in his selection to be King of Israel, amdorophet
through the Psalms.

We seem to accept without question that this waapgnopriate
thing for God to do as part of his plan for Davidlee time, and
for the subsequent birth of the Messiah in the cihBavid.

And, of course, God chose Mary to be the mothesusfLord,
and we typically don’t demur about this.

We see these choices as being for very speciabmeaand
different in some way from God choosing us to bkekers in

him. Perhaps we see them as being something dilkke) lthosen
to receive a bequest from someone who decidesstoweiches
upon us. Someone had to be chosen for theseabpecposes
and we tend to regard the chosen person as beituméte to be
selected. We don't regard them as deprived bedaegeadid not
seem to have a choice in the matter, as in theafabe bequest.
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The following discussion is intended to providees fideas on
the subject, rather than an exhaustive treatment.

A. GOD CHOSE US ....

“For he chose us in him before the creation of weeld
to be holy and blameless in his sight..Ephesians 1:4

The fact that God chose us, that is, believersnm before the
foundation of the world, gives some people concerfhey
wonder how it can be true that we have a choicedf are
already chosen by God.

Doesn’t this mean we are like pawns in God’s gafmdeo— like
puppets who are under God'’s control—without ang frdl?

My approach to questions like this is firstly toctige that, as
God is perfect, there must be a good explanatiorif saying
he chose us before the foundation of the world.

Secondly, my approach is to seek this explanatibhad been
seeking such an explanation for some time, whendayeas |
was studying my Bible, some ideas came into my mind

At the time | was in Johannesburg, South Africaaoholiday
and staying at a friend’s place. | was studyingsome exams
for the Moore College Certificate of Theology to lnedertaken
when | returned to Sydney. The ideas seemed tmrbe a very
satisfactory explanation of this question of Garlisosing us.

The next day, on a Saturday, we flew to Durbaraféew days’
stay with another friend. She said she wanted ush¢et a
special friend of hers at church on the Sunday, stee had
invited the friend back to lunch after church. ©uench | sat
next to this friend and toward the end of the nsbed turned to
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me and said: “There is something that worries nrg weich—
that God chose us before the foundation of thedvoion’t you
think that's very concerning?”

| said | believed | had an explanation for this isgy and
proceeded to share the ideas which had come to coape of
days before. She was completely satisfied witheti@anation,
as | had been.

It's my pleasure now to share these ideas—I belieeeived
from God—and | hope you also find them satisfying.

Firstly, if God chooses us, does this mean we dbaite any
choice in the matter? Not necessarily.

The first idea which came to me was this. If a mmhooses a
woman for a wife, does this mean that the womas nwasay in
the matter? Obviously this is not so.

The second thought which came to be was this.hdsetany
connection between a man choosing a wife and Godsthg a
person?

The Bible says there is a very important connection
“‘For this reason a man will leave his father andther
and be united to his wife, and the two will became
flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but | am tadkin
about Christ and the church.”
Ephesians 5:31,32

In these verses it is clear that the word of Chsiselling us that
the connection between God and his church is a fofm
marriage—and the church (that is, us) is called “threde of

Christ” in the Bible. Also Christ refers to himseh a number
of occasions as the ‘bridegroom’. So God choosimgs like a
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man choosing a wife in some respects, althoughooisly not
identical in every respect.

If we were to ask the average husband and wifeytiestion—
Did he choose her or did she choose him? The answeld
probably be—yes. In other words, they chose ormhan, but
traditionally the man made the proposal, or theodchoosing.

Of course, it's not as simplistic as this where @Gdoncerned.
But let’s look further.

The man doesn’t always know that the woman he @wwosll
say yes—though it's quite intriguing to reflect baw many do
say yes.

This could be because men choose a time to popuéstion
when they have some indication that the answerpsdbably be
yes, usually after some mutual attraction has leséblished.

But when we consider God’s choosing, he knows thdse will
say yes, and those who will say no, beforehandheass all-
knowing. So we should not be surprised that he sb®ahose
who will choose him.

If we, as fallible humans, think it's OK to chooseses who are
likely to choose us, what is wrong with God, whanfallible,
doing the same sort of thing, only perfectly, arsdtlae man
choosing a wife allows for complete freedom of cledior both
parties, so it is with God choosing us.

B. .... BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD

A second matter of concern for people is that Gog fie chose
his people “before the foundation of the world”.
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An idea came to me about his also. The idea w&dlaw/s:

We understand from the Bible that “a thousand yémrkke
yesterday to God”. C.S. Lewis explains this in ook ‘Mere
Christianity’ as God being outside of space anetimthat God
sees yesterday, today, and tomorrow at the sanee tim

C.S.Lewis says it's like us looking at a short iginé line on a
piece of paper. We see the beginning of the line,centre of
the line, and the end of the line, all at the saime. So God
choosing us before the foundation of the world $aée a new
perspective in this light.

But returning to the man and his wife—would it neatif the
man chose his wife an hour before he proposed, areek
before he proposed, or ten years before he propdssdems to
me that it makes no difference to the legitimacy thé
transaction, and its credibility and acceptability,

C. CONCLUSION

It seems to me that we can too easily assume soegelliarity in
God’s dealing with us, if we are not careful. Tlgsto be
expected, as Satan is continuously trying to makdissatisfied
with what God says about himself and us in thedaibl

If, however, we take the view that God is perfectvisdom and
in love as our starting point, we will usually finthat God
provides us with satisfactory explanations for Wwesys and his
thinking.
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